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AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD 
Thursday, July 12, 2018 at 8:00 a.m. 

Airport Terminal Building – Conference Room 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

Chair Veum called the meeting to order with the time being 8:02 a.m. 
 

2. Roll Call 
 
Members Present:  Jerry Jones  Bill Munsell  Tom Veum  
    Jim Cloudman  Fred Smith   Tom Brown 
    Terri Wolski 
 
Members Absent:  None 
     
Also Present:   Larry Putnam, Soo Air & Airport Manager 

Tracey Laitinen, EDC Specialist 
    Don Gerrie, City Commission liaison 
         

3. Changes or additions to the Agenda-none at this time. 
  

4. Approval of Minutes 
Moved by Jones, supported by Brown to approve the minutes of the June 14, 2018 meeting. The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. Finance Report 
Laitinen reviewed the balance sheet for TIFA III, the Profit and Loss noting $9100 was left for 
marketing AIP lots, check detail and then the airport fund held at the City.  The final 
expenditure report from the City ending July 31, 2018 will be presented in August.   
 
It was moved by Munsell, supported by Smith, to receive the reports on file.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

6. Report of Activities 
 Putnam noted that they were staying busy mowing and that traffic was picking up.  Veum 
 inquired on the equipment and if it was running well this year to which Putnam replied that 
 they had an incident where a mouse chewed the wires on the zero turn mower and that had 
 been repaired.  Gerrie inquired about mice ever damaging aircraft to which Brown replied that 
 it had not happened as of yet.  Smith reminded everyone to keep their hangars free of food and 
 to put traps out. 

 
7. Old Business 

 The Fuel Safety & Liability priority list was reviewed and Brown explained the importance of the 
 Deadman safety being repaired.   Brown explained that it had not been working for some time, 
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 but that it is a safety device shut off when fueling aircraft.  Brown and Putnam agreed that 
 repairs are most likely an electrical issue.  Discussion was had on how to proceed in phases and 
 it was ultimately recommended to ask TIFA III for the total funds and then implement the 
 repairs in phases at the airport over the next year. 

 
It was moved by Munsell, supported by Jones, to approach the TIFA III Board for a total safety 
phase in plan in the amount not to exceed $33,165 as presented.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Laitinen reported that the Phase I terminal renovation was complete and $68.90 under budget.  
A wish list for the public side will be added to the Phase II renovation that is in the capital 
improvement plan for next year.  Everyone seemed pleased with the renovation.   
 
Laitinen reviewed the information that was presented to the City Commission on July 2, 2018 
that was included in the packet.  Bonacci Construction, Norris Construction and Elmer’s Crane & 
Dozer all attended the pre-bid meeting.  Bonacci and Elmer’s were the only 2 contractors that 
turned in bids.  After review from our airport consultant QoE, City Attorney Steve Cannello and 
City Engineer Basista it was recommended to select Elmer’s due to Bonacci’s inaccurate sealed 
bid submission.  It was mentioned by several board members that they had received calls and 
questions regarding the bid selection. 
 
Laitinen and Brown attended the Michigan Aviation Professionals Training Course in West 
Branch last month and thought it was very valuable.  Laitinen included several resources and a 
summary in the packet and noted that it seemed like attendees went yearly or at least every 
other year along with their board members.  Brown agreed the training was valuable. 
 
Movie in a Hangar will be September 28th.  Laitinen needs any other participant logos to wrap 
up and have the posters printed this month. 
 

8. New Business 
Laitinen presented the MAAE Fall Conference packet and asked who would be attending.  By 
the August meeting we will need a headcount to estimate mileage, conference fees and hotel 
stays to present to the board.   
 
Laitinen asked that airport staff once again attend the AVFuel training downstate in October 
and will have more information and a total cost to present at the August meeting.   
 

9. Status Reports 
 Meeting minutes from the ERA meeting on June 11th, EDC board meeting on June 12th and TIFA 
 III board meeting from June 12th were included in the packet. 
 
10. Other Matters-none at this time 

 
11. Informational Reports 

Gerrie recapped the Runway Underdrain bid approval as well as the approval for new 
playground equipment on Sheridan Drive.  Engineer Basista applied for what was previously the 
Tiger Grant in the amount of $25 million for work on the carbide dock.  Gerrie also reported on 
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MDOT’s press release that they will be funding 12 new jobs to move Salmon Way under LSSU’s 
CFRE project near the Cloverland plant.  Gerrie added that the City Commission approved 2% 
wage increases for non-union employees as budgeted.  Lastly Gerrie explained the potential for 
the City to join in on the opioid litigation along with 43 other counties and that the City would 
not be billed unless there was a settlement. 
 

13.  Matters Presented by the Public-none at this time. 
 

14. Next meeting:  August 9, 2018 

15. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:32 a.m. upon motion of Smith supported by 
Jones.  The motion passed unanimously. 


