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Fun at Sanderson Field 

 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI – It was a busy night at Sanderson Field on Friday, September 28
th

.  The event kicked off at 6 pm with a hands-on 
tour of emergency vehicles and then at 7pm, the animated movie Disney Planes Fire & Rescue began in the hangar with 151 adults 
and children.  
 
“It was great to see the nice turnout with the cool weather.  The pilots enjoy showing the younger children their aircraft and 
answering their questions.  We need the younger generation to become interested in aviation as there is already a pilot shortage.”, 
said Assistant Manager Tom Brown.   
 
Attendees were greeted by the Civil Air Patrol which manned the parking lot in for the entire event.  Airport maintenance vehicles 
were out and the kids seemed to enjoy the New Holland tractor this year along with the International snowplow truck.  City of Sault 
Ste. Marie Police Department was on site and opened up their car and let the kids sit inside and try on the heavy bullet proof vests.  
U.S. Customs & Border Patrol also had a display and talked with community members.  The Soo Lion’s Club also had their Kidsight 
First vision screening trailer and administered 25 youth vision checks.  The City of Sault Ste. Marie’s Fire Department brought in two 
trucks just after the homecoming parade, which were a hit.   
 
The hangar was heated this year and the Soo Pilot’s Association offered drinks and snacks for a minimal fee.  Rotary Club member 
Craig Flickinger popped the corn along with his family.  There aren’t many occasions when families can sit inside a hangar near a real 
plane and watch a family film for just $5.  Funds raised will go to support teaching more young pilots to fly through the Soo Pilot’s 
Association Scholarship.   
 
Then on Saturday, September 29

th
 at 8am sharp, pilots were fueled up and ready to take the public up for a bird’s eye view of the 

colors for $25 per person.  Kim Sillers flew a Piper Warrior and Fred Smith manned a Cessna Cardinal for 5 hours and took 25 fall color 
enthusiasts to the skies.  The 20 minute flight took off on Runway 32 towards the North Channel across Sugar Island and then South 
to Big Lake George and then West back to Sanderson Field.  This year visibility was great even though the leaves were not at their 
peak.   
 
To see all the photos visit @SSMEDC on Facebook.  Future events include the Young Eagle’s Flights in spring of 2019.  Want more 
information about future aviation events?  Contact Sanderson Field at 906.635.0252. 
 
Photos as labeled courtesy of EDC Office Coordinator Sarah Shepard. 
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