
 

AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD 
Thursday, December 12, 2019 at 8:00 a.m. 

Airport Terminal Building – Conference Room 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
1. Call to Order  

Chair Veum called the meeting to order with the time being 8:00 a.m.  Introductions were 
completed to welcome our new liaison.   
 

2. Roll Call & Introductions 
 
Members Present:  Tom Veum  Bill Munsell  Jim Cloudman 
      Tom Brown  Fred Smith  Terri Wolski 
         
Members Absent:  Jerry Jones     
     
Also Present:   Jeff Holt, EDC Executive Director 
      Tracey Laitinen, EDC Operations Manager  
      Jack Wartella, Great Circle Aviation 
      David Waite, Great Circle Aviation - FBO  
      City Commission Liaison Greg Collins 
      Mayor Don Gerrie 
       
It was moved by Smith, supported by Brown to excuse those absent. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
         

3. Changes or Additions to the Agenda-none at this time 
 

4. Approval of Minutes 
It was moved by Brown, supported by Smith to approve the minutes of the October 10, 
2019 meeting. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. Finance Report 
Laitinen provided an update of the Finance Report-Balance Sheet, P&L, Check Detail and 
Fund 101 YTD.  LDFA support was explained noting that TIFA III is repaying back a deficit of 
$80,000 over the next two years.   
 
It was moved by Munsell, supported by Smith, to receive the reports on file.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
 
 



 

6. Airport Manager Report 
Brown reported that the JetA reclaimer heater was now working.  Spring 2020 tree 
planting is being planned.  Snowmobiles are being rented and this is our second year at 
Sanderson.  Two deer have been removed from the field.  The electric vault door 
renovation will be completed this spring at a $4,000 cost savings.  Hanger #2 door motor is 
in need of further repairs and we will be asking Roy for a quote.  The Soo Air sign on the 
community hangar will be replaced soon.   
 

7. FBO Report 
The October and November reports were included in the packet since we did not meet in 
November.  Waite reported traffic was down in November due to weather and that the 
December seasonal reduction was expected.  Additional visitor details will be added in 
future reports.  Waite will be presenting to the EUPISD board on the potential to start an 
aircraft technician curriculum at the skill center.  When he travels to the MAAE conference 
in February he has plans to meet with Lansing Community College and review their 2-year 
A&P program to possibly model here.  Staff recently had firefighting training through the 
Sault Fire Department.  Waite is now offering deicing and most staff have been trained.  
This need was determined by the flights we lost to CIU as well as feedback from medical 
flights.  During last week’s Bae146 fly in it was determined that we do not have the correct 
air stairs or gpu to facilitate more flights such as these.  The maintenance schedule is full 
and booked through Feb 2020. 
 
It was moved by Munsell, supported by Wolski to have staff look into purchasing air stairs 
and a gpu for review at the next board meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 
8. Old Business 
 Laitinen reported on the meeting with Smith & Co. on airport lot sales and interest as well 

as the possibility of rezoning the airport lots to build on aviation economic development.    
We are waiting on a refund from MDOT this month around $4,000 for the crack sealing 
project.  The hangar door quote was discussed and Brown will call Roy to see if they are 
less expensive.  If we do not move forward with Powerlift we aren’t sure if they will drive 
up to provide the heat tape for K. Brosemer’s hangar at no charge.  That will be between 
the FBO and Brosemer to work out.  Waite reported on snowmobile rentals and that 
bookings are coming in.  On average it is $300/day to rent and additional if they need gear.  
Laitinen will share out the flyer and work on a business mailer.  The EDC recently hung up 
posters at hotels and discussed with the I-500 Committee, CVB, Chamber, and DDA.  The 
spill pallets were reviewed again and Waite agreed that this could wait and be discussed 
during budget planning for FY 2020-21.  Munsell inquired on if this purchase should be 
made by the FBO.  Veum inquired on the used oil and where it originated.  Brown reported 
some is from individual pilots and other is from mechanics.  Brown reported that there 
were 41 attendees at the Soo Pilots dinner on Monday and the group agreed the event was 
nice and a great way to meet users and supporters of Sanderson Field.   

 
  



 

9. New Business 
Laitinen distributed the 2020 meeting list and will be scheduling Finance Committee 
meetings for Jan – March.  Current committee members are Veum, Brown, Munsell, Waite, 
Laitinen, and Holt.  Laitinen recapped a meeting w Nelesen of Prein & Newhof regarding 
tree replacement, ACIP, NPIAS, FTZ, rezoning and other projects.  Some discussion was had 
regarding looking into NPIAS funding for ANJ.  Laitinen reported on the November 21st visit 
from LARA where we received 2 action items.  Once Northern Pump is able to take the new 
requirement training these items will be settled.  Holt reported that the quarterly FBO 
review was completed yesterday and the results would be shared out at the January 
meeting.  Laitinen included the Feb Michigan Airport Conference dates as well as the 
Michigan Aviation Professionals Course in April 2020 and encouraged the board to attend.   

 
10. Status Reports 

An ERA summary, TIFA III meeting minutes (reviewing the LDFA shortage) and MDOT 
Aeronautics meeting minutes were included in the packet.  Holt gave an update on the 
research he has been doing regarding the LDFA revenue loss including a new MEDC 
Smartzone consultant.  Gerrie inquired on the process to change the LDFA geography and 
Holt noted that the State, LDFA, MEDC, and City Commission would need to confer. The 
CCEDC reported that this year CIU will go above 50,000 passengers for the first time.   
 

11. Other Matters-none  
  

12. Informational Reports 
 Gerrie congratulated Collins on his appointment and encouraged him to bring info from 

and to the AAB.  Gerrie noted that the election was positive and thanked the board for his 
time as a liaison noting this was one of his favorite meetings due to the positivity and 
progress.  Gerrie wrapped explaining the importance of the airport in economic 
development as well as upcoming future projects such as the Soo Locks, aviation 
maintenance, and that he looks forward to Sanderson’s growth.  Munsell spoke for the 
board, thanking Gerrie for all his years of service on the airport board, and welcomed 
Collins.   

  
13. Matters Presented by the Public--none 

 
14. Next Meeting:  January 9, 2020 

15. Adjournment 

It was moved by Brown, supported by Wolski to adjourn the meeting at 8:55am.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 


