
 

AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD 
Thursday, August 8, 2019 at 8:00 a.m. 

Airport Terminal Building – Conference Room 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
1. Call to Order  

Chair Veum called the meeting to order with the time being 8:00 a.m.  
 

2. Roll Call & Introductions 
 
Members Present:  Tom Brown   Fred Smith   Terri Wolski 
      Tom Veum  Bill Munsell  Jim Cloudman 
         
Members Absent:  Jerry Jones   
     
Also Present:   Tracey Laitinen, EDC Operations Manager  
      Jeff Holt, EDC Executive Director 
      Don Gerrie, City Commission Liaison  
      David Waite, Fixed Base Operator Sanderson Field 
      Bob Nelesen, Prein & Newhof 
      Mike Borta, Prein & Newhof 
      Kathie Brosemer, hangar tenant 
 
It was moved by Munsell, supported by Brown to excuse those absent. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
         

3. Changes or Additions to the Agenda-none at this time 
 

4. Approval of Minutes 
It was moved by Smith, supported by Brown to approve the minutes of the July 11, 2019 
meeting. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. Finance Report 
Laitinen provided an update of the Finance Report-Balance Sheet, P&L, Check Detail and 
Fund 101 YTD.  We are now in a new fiscal year.   
 
It was moved by Munsell, supported by Smith, to receive the reports on file.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

6. Prein & Newhof 
Borta and Nelesen introduced themselves.  Nelesen works out of the Traverse City office 
and oversees projects in the U.P.  They have been working at several options to fix the ice 



 

issue on the North side of the t-hangar.  Based on the topographic survey completed 
earlier this year there is slight pooling outside one hangar.  Snowplowing methodology was 
reviewed.  Only users on the North side have the freeze/thaw issue.  Based on photos 
included in the packet, fixing the grade would be only part of the solution.  Snow drifts and 
run off from the roof play an additional role in the ice berm and run off inside the hangars.  
Solutions discussed were; adding a gutter system, adding a gable awning, pouring concrete 
inside and outside the hangars, heat tape, as well as moving winter pilots to the South side 
of the hangar.  Borta and Nelesen were meeting with a contractor after today’s board 
meeting to determine feasible solutions.  Hangar user Brosemer spoke on the photos and 
ice buildup issues she has experienced in renting for the past 14 years at Sanderson Field.  
Brosemer flies frequently in the winter months and currently cannot use her aircraft 
without extensive ice chipping and would like to come to a reasonable solution.  After 
much discussion it was determined that a solution would need to be for the entire North 
side of the hangar building.  Veum requested a written report once Prein & Newhof finalize 
their research.  In the meantime Brosemer will be able to switch hangar bays with a user 
on the South side that doesn’t fly in the winter months.   
 
The parallel taxiway reconstruction and extension should now be put together as one 
larger project based on the further deterioration of the current taxiway and safety for all 
airport users.  Borta and Nelesen will work to have updated costs on the combined project 
to Laitinen prior to October.  Prein & Newhof also reiterated that the upcoming crack 
sealing project will not address the taxiway as it would be a lost cause due to the condition.  
Discussion of including ramp drainage issues may be addressed during this project. Holt 
highlighted the need to have a one page document on the importance of increasing 
State/Local program funding.  Past projects through MDOT Aeronautics were 90:10, but 
that funding has gone away.  Borta will work to update his previous summary on the need 
for funding again highlighting the Soo Locks Project.  Laitinen noted that State/Local 
funding for Tier 3 airports has been on the City’s Legislative Priorities since 2018. 

 
7. Airport Manager’s Report 

Brown gave a report on the JetA fuel reclaimer and that they are working w Randy at 
AVFuel and Northern Pump to have parts replaced prior to winter.  Tank inspection and 
cleaning have not been scheduled yet.  The JetA hose hasn’t been replaced yet.  The 
hangar door inspection is completed and cost estimates will be discussed later today.  
Matting from the runway underdrain project has caused issues with equipment and 
blowing around the airfield.  Brown recommended to Prein & Newhof never to use this at 
airports again.  The eye on a light at the SRE building is scheduled to be replaced.  Brown 
wrapped by noting that part of original drainage has collapsed (not the recent 2018 
runway underdrain) and that the City is working to repair it when they have time.   
    

8. FBO Report 
Waite gave an update on the large volume of aircraft in July along with a handful of foreign 
visitors.  Feedback from users was positive with a focus on great customer service from the 
U.S. Customs staff.  Maintenance activity has increased with several planes scheduled into 



 

the future.  Waite has hired an additional mechanic to assist with the workload.  Discussion 
of repairs versus community hangar tenants and revenue captured.  Meetings are 
occurring with a charter service to see the feasibility of coming to ANJ.  Issues with 
seaplane base fuel and vandalism.  Waite is working to increase fuel capabilities with 
seaplane users.  Signage was discussed.  Waite has worked to build a ‘fly-in’ package with 
Bay Mills along with golf.  Discussion of the Chippewa County EDC constructing an 
additional building at CIU if Waite secures a military contract.  Smith added that he would 
like to see the fuel prices on the report for future months.  Waite noted that 20% of flights 
returned from Oshkosh to purchase fuel this year.   

 
9. Old Business 
 Holt gave an update on the AIP lots noting the EDC continues to market the lots and keep 

the listing in front of site selectors.  Holt recapped a housing development and 
transportation authority that were interested in the past.   

 
Nelesen was able to give an update that the crack sealing contractor, Axtell, just started 
work last week and is behind schedule, but should be at Sanderson prior to winter. 
 
Laitinen reported that there was a budget discrepancy between the $3,000 line item for 
training in the airport budget and the FBO’s $3,000 line item.  Waite did not include 
Brown’s MAAE conference in his budget so an amendment will need to be made so Brown 
can attend.  If approved, Laitinen will register Brown so we don’t miss the early bird 
discount and apply for the scholarship.   
 
It was moved by Smith, supported by Wolski to register Brown for the MAAE conference as 
presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

10. New Business 
Laitinen reviewed the 3 quotes to repair the community hangar and t-hanger #2.  The 
board would like to move forward with the repairs and try to combine them to reduce 
travel expenses.  Laitinen will ask for a revised combined quote.  TIFA III will need to 
approve the budget. 
 
It was moved by Smith, supported by Wolski to have repairs done as presented.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
AVFuel training is occurring again this October and both Waite and Dolly will be attending 
under the FBO budget.  Waite recapped the last fuel delivery and additional testing 
materials were provided by AVFuel moving forward we have them at the airport no matter 
if an AVFuel truck or other providers deliver our fuel. 
 
Laitinen discussed the upcoming movie night and asked for volunteers and for the group to 
share out the poster.   
 



 

Laitinen recapped the MAC meeting held at CIU this month.  She encouraged the group to 
review funded projects as well as the next 3 years of State/Local funding laid out in 
Director Trout’s PPT.   

 
11. Status Reports 

Aviation Opportunities, EDC meeting minutes, and ERA summary were included in the 
packet.  Laitinen gave a verbal update from Olson at CIU noting just over 2,000 
enplanements for June and YTD they are up 8%.  Holt highlighted the CIU planning meeting 
press released in the packet and encouraged the group to participate.   
 

12. Other Matters-none at this time 
  

13. Informational Reports 
Gerrie gave an update on the City Manager search. 

 
14. Matters Presented by the Public-none at this time. 

 
15. Next Meeting:  September 12, 2019 

16. Adjournment 

It was moved by Smith, supported by Wolski to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 am.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 


