
ECONOMIC RESOURCE ALLIANCE (ERA) 
March 9, 2020 9:30 a.m. 

SmartZone – 2345 Meridian St., Sault Ste. Marie, MI  49783 
 
 
 

Meeting Summary 
 

Attendees: Josh Billington (SBDC), Jeff Holt (Sault EDC), Tracey Laitinen (Sault EDC), Don Gerrie (USDA RD/City of 

SSM), Tony Haller (Sault Chamber of Commerce), Chris Olson (Chippewa Co. EDC), Jeff Hagan (EUP Regional 

Planning & Development), Joel Schultz (Sault Tribe EDC), Katelyn Radar (Senator Peter’s Office), Linda Hoath ( Sault 

CVB), Jim Huff (Michigan Works), Rob Landis (Central Savings Bank), Lee Shirey (U.S. EDA), Tammy Henry (Luce Co. 

EDC), Brian Chapman (City Manager SSM), Chris Germain (MEDC RRC), Jay Gage (Senator Stabenow’s Office), Mark 

VanDoren (Freshwaters Real Estate) 

 

1. Call to order 9:30am 
Holt welcomed attendees and proceeded with introductions. 

 
2. Review of Past Meeting Summary 

 
3. Guest Speaker - Lee Shirey U.S. EDA  

Transition from American FactFinder.  American FactFinder (AFF) will be decommissioned and offline 
on March 31, 2020.  Data previously released on AFF are now being released on the U.S. Census Bureau's new 
dissemination platform, data.census.gov.  Since we are a developing site, not all the data from AFF have been 
migrated over to data.census.gov.  This new site will be similar for a Google search.   

After Shirey’s presentation Hagan explained how the $25,000 EDA investment in the Logistics Strategy helped 
leverage additional MEDC funds for a total value of over $100,000.  The TLS study also led to Schultz’s project 
for the Sault Tribe incubator space.  Shirey also highlighted local examples including the Luce Co. Industrial 
Park and their Bay Mills Community College partnership. 

Discussion was had surrounding of the additional funds to combat the impact of coal removal.  Shirey added 
that funds were not being utilized as much as they could be with the majority of funds going to Ohio.  Schultz 
laid out a scenario that with the reduction in ore production and the closing of Presque Isle, our deep water 
ports are being utilized less and there may be an increased threat in losing our Superior deep water ports.   
 
Hagan encouraged anyone with a plan to participate in the CED’s process which they are currently in the 
process of updating. 
 
Olson asked about construction criteria and Shirey explained that companies that benefit have to fill out a 
form reporting the number of jobs and their investment.  Schultz gave an example of his new incubator 
project in which one company filled out the investment report form for U.S. EDA and will occupy a quarter of 
the space.  Shirey added that one firm cannot occupy the space as then it will not qualify for funding.   
 
Shirey explained how EDA’s investment in rail works noting that the rail would have to be owned by an eligible 
applicant and not a private owner.  Olson noted that the CCEDC owns just over 2 miles of rail.   
 
Discussion of adding staff to spur economic development was discussed and Shirey noted that disadvantaged 
areas that have also had a natural disaster are more likely to have an EDC staffer placed such as Detroit or 
Flint.   

   

http://data.census.gov/


4. 2020 Goals  

 Schultz gave history on the Marquette and Delta groups that were effective years ago.  The group 
agreed to meet following ERA to work on gathering information on committees, directors, 
stakeholders, and then to discuss budgets for travel and legislative meetings.  In order to 
participate you need to have some funds to put forth i.e. pay to play.  Schultz will work with Gage 
and Radar to pull information together prior to the April meeting.  This subcommittee will now 
meet at 10am following ERA at 9am.  

 City officials will travel to MML soon.  Look for the City Legislative Priority List soon.  This will 
move to the Legislative subcommittee.   

 Laitinen included a copy of the draft in the packet and would like additional content next week to 
wrap up the draft for final review at the April ERA meeting.  Please send content to Genevieve.   

 

5. Events/Training/Workforce Development 
Holt reviewed the attachments including an article on how tribal businesses are growing.  SBDC has an 

upcoming workshop on How to Start a Business on March 26
th

 at 7pm at Bayliss.  Michigan Works is hosting a 

Job Fair at LSSU on March 25
th

 from 4-6pm.  City Wide Tire recycling event at City DPW on April 11
th

.  The EDC 

is hosting 2 workshops in April; Creating the Customer Experience on April 16
th

 10am to 3pm; and then Getting 

your Small Business Online on April 29
th

 at 7pm.  More info can be found at www.SaultEDC.com.   Holt 

included a NMRA Trades Scholarship Application for those pursuing a career in the maritime trades.   

6. Individual Sharing 
 
Chippewa County Health Department: www.chippewahd.com. While our website is undergoing a facelift, we 
have posted direct links to the various coronavirus sections (work, schools, healthcare, businesses) on the CDC 
website. CDC website:  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-
response.html.  The link will direct to the Interim Guidance for Business and Employers.  State of Michigan: 
www.michigan.gov/coronavirus.   This is a great website for local information but also redirects to the CDC.  
We encourage everyone to take the same precautions you would during any illness season: washing hands 
frequently, covering coughs, and staying home when you are sick. The information we have on coronavirus is 
ever-changing but locally, we are staying informed and meeting regularly with partners. If there are any 
questions on how we are preparing locally, please contact me.  We want to make sure the right information is 
circulated.   
 

Lana Steinhaus, BBA 
Deputy Health Officer/Public Information Officer 

Chippewa County Health Department 
508 Ashmun Street, Suite 120 | Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 

Office: (906) 635-3630 | Mobile: (906) 322-2780 | Fax: (906) 253-1466 
 

Radar gave an update on Peters’ Bipartisan Bill to Protect America’s Domestic Food Supply and Agricultural 
Industry Signed into Law for the full bill read more here:  https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-
releases/peters-bipartisan-bill-to-protect-americas-domestic-food-supply-and-agricultural-industry-signed-
into-law. 

Schultz suggested future speaker to cover Line 5 project:  JR Richardson.  Gerrie also had a contact that he will 
share.   

Huff noted that they just received approval for 25 summer professionals to participate on the work based 
learning program.  He is looking for applicants ages 14-24 and can fund up to $2500 per individual.  Holt 
recapped the Sault High business students that were at the Smartzone last week and that some may be a good 
fit for the program.  Huff has already placed 3 LSSU students with Tipping Point Solutions.   

http://www.saultedc.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html.
www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-bipartisan-bill-to-protect-americas-domestic-food-supply-and-agricultural-industry-signed-into-law
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-bipartisan-bill-to-protect-americas-domestic-food-supply-and-agricultural-industry-signed-into-law
https://www.peters.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/peters-bipartisan-bill-to-protect-americas-domestic-food-supply-and-agricultural-industry-signed-into-law


The meeting ended at approx. 11 a.m.  
 
*Please note that ERA meetings are the 2nd Monday of each month at 9:00am.  The Legislative workgroup – 
U.P. Ambassadors will start at 10am.  The NEW Soo Locks Stakeholder meeting will start at 11am. 
 
**Our next meeting will be April 13

th
 9am instead of 9:30am.   

  
TGL 


