
AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD 
Thursday, September 13, 2018 at 8:00 a.m. 

Airport Terminal Building – Conference Room 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
1. Call to Order  

Chair Veum called the meeting to order with the time being 8:00 a.m.  
 

2. Roll Call & Introductions 
 
Members Present:  Tom Brown   Jerry Jones  Bill Munsell 
    Fred Smith   Tom Veum    
  
Members Absent:  Jim Cloudman  Terri Wolski 
     
Also Present:   Larry Putnam, Soo Air & Airport Manager 
    Jeff Holt, EDC Executive Director 

Tracey Laitinen, EDC Specialist 
    Sarah Shepard, EDC Office Coordinator 
    Gordy Bogner, QoE (Prein & Newhof)  
 
It was moved by Brown, supported by Smith to excuse those absent. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
         

3. Changes or Additions to the Agenda 
None at this time. 
  

4. Approval of Minutes 
It was moved by Munsell, supported by Brown to approve the minutes of the August 9, 
2018 meeting. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. Finance Report 
Laitinen reviewed the balance sheet for TIFA III, the Profit and Loss statement, Check 
detail and the airport fund held at the City.   
 
It was moved by Smith, supported by Jones, to receive the reports on file.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Approval of the Capital Improvement Projects for 2019-2025  
Holt provided a brief description of the Capital Improvement Plans included in the meeting 
packet, noting that the priority levels rank 4 as being high priority and 1 as being low priority. 
 

Parallel Taxiway Reconstruction- This project will address the safety issues with the 
current condition of the pavement, and was already approved by the City Commission. 
 
Airport Terminal Renovation Phase II- This will be part two of our 2018 renovation of the 
public side of the terminal and will provide a separate and inviting atmosphere for 
Pilots, making us a more competitive destination. 
 
Snow Removal Equipment at Sanderson- With only 2 pieces of snow removal equipment 
there are often times that the staff is left unable to keep the runway clear during heavy 
snowfall due to equipment limitations. CIU has a used piece of machinery they may be 
willing to sell us if our mechanical inspection goes well. 
 
Wetland Mitigation and Design for Parallel Taxiway Extension- A full PT is required for 
minimums less than 1 mile. Design and Mitigation costs are combined for the entire 
project and is projected at 90% MDOT AERO and 10% TIFA III.  
 
Medium Intensity Taxiway Light (MITL) Parallel Taxiway LED Upgrade- MDOT AERO is 
funding airports for this upgrade due to maintenance and safety issues. With LED lights 
being more efficient and lasting longer, they would reduce the amount of downtime due 
to burned out light bulbs and they would also make maintenance safer and cheaper.  

 
Wildlife Perimeter Fence 10’- MDOT regulations call for the installation of higher fencing 
to deter wildlife and to enhance security and safety measures. 
 
8 Unit T-Hangar with Taxi lanes- With growth anticipated at Sanderson Airfield, not 
having enough hangar space could be a deterrent for professionals and business people. 
This project would add an additional t-hangar on the airport property to facilitate 
economic development and growth. 
 
It was moved by Smith, supported by Brown to approve the Capital Improvement Projects 

as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
7. Award Bid for HVAC 

Laitinen provided a brief history of the HVAC system in the terminal, noting that it was 
going to be on the CIP for 2019 but the system failed sooner than anticipated. 
Discussion was had regarding receiving only one bid. Laitinen reached out to Soo 
Fireplace and Klaty’s. Bogner added that this is a trend they are seeing this year as firms 
are so busy. 
 



It was moved by Smith, supported by Jones to award the contract to the sole bidder, 

Alberts Heating & Cooling for the replacement of the HVAC system at Sanderson Field 

for the amount of $13,628.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
8. Award Bid for Parking Lot Repairs 

Laitinen gave a brief overview of the condition of the terminal parking lot, noting that 
there are a lot of duck ponds and cracks that will continue to degrade if we do not move 
forward. Laitinen met with Fountain from the City Street Department and he agreed, 
the lot needed to be done.  
 
Laitinen had the quote broken down into three phases:  
1. Duck pond  
2. Crack sealing 
3. Seal coating and striping 
Depending on how the tree bid removal project comes in- we will revisit and see how 
much we can do in 2018 within our budget parameters. 
 
It was moved by Smith, supported by Brown to award the contract to the sole bidder, 

Superior Seal Coating for hot patch, crack repair, seal coating and striping at Sanderson 

Field for the amount of $7,306.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
9. Report of Activities 

Putnam noted that traffic and fuel sales were down from last month, but they were 
both up from this time last year. Munsell questioned Putnam’s numbers on the report 
seeing a notable difference in the traffic count from this time last year. Putnam will 
research and update the board next month. 
 

10. Old Business 
Holt stated that the Budget revision for Sanderson Field Fuel Farm Safety and Quality 
Updates was presented to the City Commission Sept. 4, 2018 and was approved. He also 
mentioned that the City Commission is pleased with the representation of our priorities. 

  
 Bogner provided an update on the Runway Underdrain Project, noting that Elmer’s will 

be starting Sept. 24, 2018. 
 
 Brown noted that there are currently 2 full time spaces available in the community 

hangar.  
 
Laitinen mentioned that there are currently 5 companies interested in the RFP for 
airport services which closes Sept. 28th. 
 
Laitinen also mentioned that the RFP for firm to market the air industrial park is still 
open, but closes Sept. 21st. 
 



Laitinen and Brown provided positive feedback on the MAAE Conference they attended 
Sept. 11-12, noting that they received a MAAE Rural Airport Scholarship that saved 
approx. $450. They also provided the board with handouts and will be emailing them 
additional information that was presented at the conference. 
 
Laitinen and Brown reported that volunteers are set for the Movie in a Hangar Sept. 
28th. Please be on site at 5:30pm. 
 
The AV Fuel Training this year is Oct. 9th-10th and Jack Wartella, Soo Air staff member 
will be attending to learn about fuel safety and quality. Brown attended last year and 
felt it was very worthwhile. Funds, to send Wartella to AV Fuel Training, were approved 
at the August Airport Advisory Board meeting. 
 

11. New Business 
Four Pilots are scheduled to fly the Fall Color Tours Sept. 29th. Marketing is out at City 
Hall, Facebook and Shepard’s distributing posters throughout the area. 
 
Laitinen gave a brief overview of the Air Industrial Park Certification Process, noting that 
there were a few minor repairs with building facades mentioned during the recent tour 
of the Air Industrial Park. None of which should have a negative effect on a 
recommendation to be certified. 
 
The Soo Pilot’s dinner is typically scheduled for the first Monday in December at the CC 
Hall but it was suggested that it be changed due to conflicts with the City 
Commissioners schedules. Brown will report back next meeting. 
 
The Chamber Fall Economic Luncheon is coming up in November. Please let either 
Tracey or Sarah know if you would like to attend. 
 
The 2019 Meeting Schedule was included in the board packet. 
 

12. Status Reports 
Holt mentioned that the Summary from the ERA meeting on August 13th, as well as the 
meeting minutes from the EDC board meeting and TIFA III meeting on August 14th are 
included in the packet.  

 
13. Other Matters 
 None at this time. 

 
14. Informational Reports 

None at this time. 
 

15. Matters Presented by the Public 
None at this time. 



 
16. Next Meeting:  October 11, 2018 

17. Adjournment 

It was moved by Smith, supported by Jones to adjourn the meeting at 8:45am.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 


