
ECONOMIC RESOURCE ALLIANCE (ERA) 
January 14, 2019  9:30 a.m. 

Smartzone - 2345 Meridian St., Sault Ste. Marie, MI  49783 
 

Meeting Summary 
 

Don Gerrie (USDA RD/City of Sault Ste. Marie), Sarah Shepard (Sault EDC), Jeff Holt (Sault EDC), Tony 

Haller (Chamber of Commerce), Tracey Laitinen (Sault EDC), Jeff Hagan (EUPRPDC), Mark VanDoren 

(Smith & Company Real Estate), Josh Billington (SBDC), Linda Hoath (Sault CVB), Jim Borowski (Goodwill 

Industries), Cori Bodeman ( Goodwill Industries), Mari Schupp (Tipping Point Solutions), Rick Schmidt 

(Tipping Point Solutions), Abigail Arnoldussen (JETA Corp.), Linda Grow (JETA Corp.), Thomas Grow (JETA 

Corp.), Joel Schultz (Sault Tribe), Megan Webber (DEQ), Chris Olson (CCEDC), Allan Watson (Norpro), 

Rob Landis (Central Savings Bank), and Justin Knepper (DDA) 

 

1. Call to order 9:42am 
Holt gave us a brief overview of the purpose of the ERA group and welcomed our guests that came 
to provide the group with a little bit of information about themselves. With that we went around 
the group and allowed everyone the opportunity to introduce themselves and tell the group a little 
about what they do.  
 
 Holt also mentioned that the EDC currently has 8 businesses renting space, one of which has hired 
two interns and that the EDC will have a new intern starting soon.  

 
2. Guest Speakers- JETA Corp. and Tipping Point Solutions  

Schultz provided a brief overview of JETA Corp and Tipping Point Solutions and allowed them to 
introduce themselves and delve into further detail about what they do. Please visit the link to each 
of their websites to allow for further understanding of their companies. 
https://www.jetacorp.com/about/ 
http://tp-solutions.com/about-us/ 
 
Both JETA Corp and Tipping Point Solutions have potential for expansion and could provide 20+ jobs 
within the area.  
 
Holt briefly mentioned a summit with the Corp of Engineers in May or June and invited anyone 
interested in working with the Corp of Engineers to attend. We will be providing more information 
on the Summit as planning progresses. 
 

3. Learning Segment – Jim Borowski & Cori Bodeman of Goodwill industries 
Holt expressed gratitude to our guests for allowing the schedule changes that were present at this 
meeting and welcomed Jim Borowski and Cori Bodeman of Goodwill industries. 
 
Jim Borowski and Cori Bodeman introduced themselves and provided the group with a brief history 
of their backgrounds as well as a presentation outlining what their chapter of Goodwill Industries 
has accomplished and is looking to accomplish in the near future. For further information please 
refer to the attached PowerPoint presentation. 
 

https://www.jetacorp.com/about/
http://tp-solutions.com/about-us/


4. New, Expanding, Struggling Businesses 
Holt mentioned that we have a new tenant and Laitinen provided more information on 
Northwestern Mutual out of Traverse City. They are renting an office in our building to expand their 
services to the area. 
 

5. Soo Locks Planning Workgroup 
Holt mentioned earlier in the meeting of the Corp of Engineers interest to hold a Summit with 
assistance from the EDC, but is waiting for approval, once approved we will need volunteers to 
assist. 
 
Holt briefly updated the group on the EDA Technical Assistance grant, as well as, the purpose of the 
Soo Locks Planning Workgroup. At this time we are just data gathering through research of other 
cities that have completed multimillion dollar projects.  
 
Holt also mentioned that Congressman Bergman will be visiting Sault Ste. Marie January 25th. 

 
6. Upcoming Events/ Trainings 

The US Coast Guard Winter Symposium was well attended and they have discussed making it an 
annual event.  
 
Business After 5 is Thursday, January 17th from 5pm-7pm at Karl’s Cuisine. 

 
7. Individual Sharing 

Haller mentioned that the Chamber Annual Banquet but is tentatively scheduled for February 25th. 
JETA Corp. and Tipping Point Solutions ribbon cutting was Monday, January 14th at 2pm. 
 
Olson mentioned their record year at CIU and that they have the potential to add a 3rd flight. 
 
Watson’s networking with ERA attendees lead him to faster expansion and has been working with 
the EUPRPDC, CCEDC, as well as JETA Corp and others. 
 
Landis mentioned that Central Savings Bank has programs available for individuals affected by the 
Government shutdown. 
 
The City is partnering with the CVB to hire a marketing professional to improve the marketing of the 
City and Dave Lorenz of Pure Michigan will be in the area January 31st. 
 
Knepper mentioned a few businesses slated to open within the next few months, including Austin 
Oaks Cigar Bar and an undisclosed business. Knepper also mentioned that K3 has opened in the old 
Thinking of You space.  
 
 The meeting ended at approx. 11:25am. 

 
*Please note that ERA meetings are the 2nd Monday of each month.  
**Our next meeting will be February 11, 2019 at 9:30am. The speaker will be Kevin Sprague of the Corp 
of Engineers. 
 
SES 


