
 

AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD 
Thursday, July 11, 2019 at 8:00 a.m. 

Airport Terminal Building – Conference Room 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
1. Call to Order  

Chair Veum called the meeting to order with the time being 8:00 a.m.  
 

2. Roll Call & Introductions 
 
Members Present:  Tom Brown   Fred Smith     
      Tom Veum  Bill Munsell  Jim Cloudman 
         
Members Absent:  Jerry Jones  Terri Wolski 
     
Also Present:   Tracey Laitinen, EDC Operations Manager  
      Jeff Holt, EDC Executive Director 
      David Waite, Fixed Base Operator Sanderson Field 
       
It was moved by Brown, supported by Smith to excuse those absent. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
         

3. Changes or Additions to the Agenda 
Laitinen asked to add the fall MAAE conference under new business.   
 
It was moved by Munsell, supported by Smith to add the item as presented. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
  

4. Approval of Minutes 
It was moved by Smith, supported by Munsell to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2019 
meeting. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. Finance Report 
Laitinen provided an update of the Finance Report-Balance Sheet, P&L, Check Detail and 
Fund 101 YTD.  We are now in a new fiscal year.  Purchases were recently made from Soo 
Air for the courtesy car, tools, equipment, and board room furniture.  A hangar 
maintenance invoice was also paid.   
 
It was moved by Brown, supported by Smith, to receive the reports on file.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

6. Airport Manager’s Report 



 

Brown gave a report on the transition from Soo Air to the new FBO.  The fuel farm 
upgrades have been completed and a full tank cleaning will be occurring this summer.  Fuel 
filters were recently changed and the meters have all been calibrated.  The 911 phone was 
moved to a safer location.  A repair needs to be scheduled for the JET A fuel reclaimer heat 
pump.  Brown anticipates adding a switch to manage the heat since the thermostat option 
isn’t working correctly.  The JET A fuel hose also needs to be switched out as it is too large 
in diameter and isn’t fitting well on the reel.  Future projects include replacing the door on 
the vault as well as hangar repairs found during our recent maintenance inspection. 
    

7. FBO Report 
Waite agreed with Brown that the transition was going well.  He is working on the 
Quickbooks changeover with Lori Langendorf, CPA and is going to be receiving 
additional training.  He has a meeting tomorrow with a Traverse City charter firm on the 
possibility of adding a charter service at ANJ and the cost feasibility.  Waite has a 
meeting next week with the EUPISD MiStem/CTE team on the possibility of starting an 
aviation and or pilot training curriculum at ANJ.  Mowing is at 80% this round.  
Additional discussion occurred regarding educational opportunities, stakeholder 
involvement, and the possibility of building an educational hangar with office, 
maintenance, and classroom space.  Veum inquired on how long it takes to get certified 
and Waite explained the process has several avenues but ultimately takes about 2 years 
and includes 1800 hours of airframe study, 1800 hours of power plant, and then 
classroom time.  Waite wrapped by giving an update on the FAA Repair Station 
Certification process he will be pursing.  Timeline is 1 year for this process.   Holt can 
approach MEDC once a plan has been formalized to see if there are any funding 
resources since the state has increased their support of rural areas. 

 
8. Old Business 

Laitinen reported that the Fuel Safety & Liability issues at the fuel farm are completed 
and closed out.  3 large signs have been installed by Smith & Co in the Air Park, one 
between the Smartzone and Precision Edge, one near the community hangar, and one 
near the corner of Meridian and the Business Spur.  Holt encouraged the group to drive 
by the updated weather building behind the Smartzone and see the façade 
improvements at the new chiropractic office.  This will facilitate in getting the Air Park 
certified.  Laitinen recapped the hangar maintenance and evaluation for repairs.  A gear 
box will need replacing in hangar T-2, the straps will need replacing on the community 
hangar door, as well as an upgrade kit that is available for the community hangar door.  
Laitinen will bring these costs forward to the group once estimates are received.  
Regular annual maintenance is now being budgeted.  Laitinen provided the crack sealing 
map produced by Prein & Newhof for our MDOT crack sealing grant.  It is estimated that 
11,785 linear feet will be repaired this year.  No date has been set yet by MDOT for the 
repairs but they are working closely to schedule this around high traffic times.  The 
topographic survey to being to address the ice at the t-hangars was completed by Prein 
& Newhof and a drawing will be sent shortly.   
 



 

9. New Business 
  The MAAE fall conference was discussed.  Hotel rooms need to get booked ASAP by 

Brown and Waite as well as apply for the conference scholarship for GA airports. 
 

10. Status Reports 
Aviation Opportunities, EDC Board meeting minutes, ERA summary, and TIFA III minutes 
were included the meeting packet. CIU Traffic Report was not included in the packet this 
round.  Laitinen noted the $8,000 budget increase during the TIFA III meeting that was 
to close out the fuel farm upgrades.  Holt added that CIU reported that 2019 traffic is 
exceeded their 2017 and 2018 numbers.   

 
11. Other Matters 
  Holt reported on the Michigan Launch Initiative and on Chris Olson’s trip to Paris to 

meet with stakeholders.  Future discussion will occur with MEDC regarding their 
attraction methods.  Laitinen will share the PowerPoint with the group. 

 
  Holt updated the group on receiving approval for the Foreign Trade Zone expansion to 

encompass all of Chippewa County.  Future workshops will be held to educate the public 
and businesses on the opportunities for importing and exporting goods.  This project has 
received binational support.  He has also received interest from the lower and western 
U.P. 

 
  Holt explained the MI Energy Grant received by the EDC for $25,000 to perform energy 

audits at the Smartzone, Sanderson terminal, and Incubator.  The audit firm will be 
completing the airport’s audit today.  Results will be shared and built into the future 
airport terminal renovation.  Rebates were discussed. 

 
12. Informational Reports-none at this time 
 

13. Matters Presented by the Public-none at this time. 
 

14. Next Meeting:  August 8, 2019 

15. Adjournment 

It was moved by Brown, supported by Smith to adjourn the meeting at 8:43 am.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 


